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Trifles thcmfe-lves are elegant in him. Pope. 

There may’ll thou find fomc elegant retreat. London. 

£. Nice ; not coarfe ; not grofs. 

Polite with candour, e'egant with eafe. Pope. 

E'legantly. adv. [from elegant . ] * 

i. In fuch a manner as to pleafe without elevation. 

S. Neatly ; nicely ; with minute beauty. 

Whoever would write elegantly , mull have regard to the 
different turn and jundlure of every period : there mull be 
proper dillanccs and paufes. Pope's Odyjfty, Notes. 

F.legi'ack. adj. [clegiacus, Latin.] 

1. Ufed in elegies. 

2. Pertaining to elegies. 

3. Mournful ; forrowful. 

Let e'.egiack lay the woe relate. 

Soft as the breath of diftant flutes. Gays Trivia. 

ELecy. 71. f [elegus*, Lfetin.j 

1 . A mournful long. 

He hangs odes upon hawthorns, and elegies upon brambles, 
all forfooth deifying the name of Rofalind. Soak. As you like it. 

2. A funeral fong. 

So on meanders banks, when death is nigh, 

The mournful fwan fings her own elegy. Dryden. 

3. A fhort poem without points or turns. 

E'LEMENT. n.f. [ elementum , Latin.] 

1. Thefirfl or conftituent principle of anything. 

If nature fhould intermit her courfe, thofe principal and 
rfiother elements of the world, whereof all things in this lower 
world are made, fhould lofe the qualities which now they 
have. Hooker , b.i.f. 3. 

A man may rationally retain doubts concerning the num- 
ber of thofe ingredients of bodies, which fomc call element s, 
and others principles. Boyle’s Phyf. Conftdcr. 

Simple fubflances are either fpirits, which have no manner 
of compofition, or the firft principles of bodies, ufually called 
elements , of which other bodies aic compounded. Watts. 

2. The four elements, ufually fo called, are earth, fire, air, 
water, of which our world is compofed. 

The king is but a man : the violet fmells to him as it doth 
to me ; and the element fhews to him as it doth to me. Shake/. 

My deareft filler, fare thee well ; 

The elements be kind to thee, and make 

Thy fpirits all of comfort. Shake/. A nth. and Cleopatra. 

The king. 

Contending with the fretful elements. 

Bids the wind blow the earth into the fea, 

Or fwell tile curled waters. * Shah c/p care's King Lear. 
The heavens and the earth will pafs away, and the 
elements melt with fervent heat. Peter. 

Here be four of you were able to make a good world ; 
for you are as differing as the four elements. Bacon’s Hoi. War. 

He from his flaming fhip his children fent, 

To perifli in a milder element. Waller. 

3. The proper habitation or fphcrc of anything: as water of 
fifh. 

We are fimple men ; we do not know flic works by charms, 
by fpclls, and fuch dawbry as is beyond our element. Shake/p. 

Our torments may, in length of time. 

Became our elements. Miltoti s Paradi/e Lo/l, b. ii /. 275. 
They fhew that they are out of their element, and that logick 
is none of their talent. Baker's Refections on Leai ning. 

4. An ingredient; a conffituent part. 

Who fet the body and the limbs 
Of this great fport together, as you guefs ? 

One fure that promifes no element 

In fuch a bufinefs. Shake/peare' s Henry VIII. 

5. The letters of any language. 

6. The lowed or firft rudiments of literature or fciencc. 

With religion it farcth as with other fciences ; the firff de- 
livery of the elements thereof muff, for like confideration, be 
framed according to the weak and flender capacity of young 
beginners. Hooker, b. v. /. rS. 

Every parilh ihould keep a petty fchoolmaffer, which Ihould 
bring up children in the firft elements of letters. Spen/er on Jrel. 

We, when we were children, were in bondage under the 
elements of the world. Gal. iv. 3. 

There is nothing more pernicious to a youth, in the ele- 
ments of painting, than an ignorant mailer. Dryden s Dufrefn. 

To ELement. v. a. [from the noun.] 

1. To compound of elements. 

Whether any one fuch body be met with, in thole faid to 
be elemented bodies, I now queftion. Boyle s Scept. Chym. 

2. To conftitute ; to make as a firft principle. 

Dull fublunary 1 (Tver’s love, 

Whofe foul is fenfe, cannot admit 

Of abfence, ’caufc it doth remove 
The thing which elemented it. Donne. 

Eleme'ntal. adj. [from element .] 

1 . Produced by fomc of the four elements. 

If dulky fpots are vary’d on his brow. 

And ftreak’d will' red, a troubl’d colour Ihow ; 
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That fallen mixture Ihall at once declare 
Winds, rain and ftorms, and elemental war. Dryden' s V 
Soft yielding minds to water glide away, 

And Tip, with nymphs, their elemental tea. „ 

2. Arifing from firft principles. 

Leeches are by fome accounted poifon not properh- .1 
is, by temperamental contrariety, occult form, or l 
elemental repugnancy ; but inwardly taken, they fallen ** 
the veins, and occafion an effufion of blood. rlT n 

Elementa'rity. n./. [from elementary. 1 Conte nine 

rudiments or firft principles; fimpiicity of nature; abfen«^ 
compofition; being uncompounded. * lce ° f 

A very large clafs of creatures in the earth, far above th, 
condition of elementarily. Brown’s Vulgar Errcws A ii 
Elementary, adj. [ from elementary. ] Uncompounded- 
having only one principle or conftituent part. 1 

All rain water contains in it a copious 'edimentof terreftri .l 
and ls not a ftmple elementary water. Ray on the Cr at 
I he elementary falts of animals are not the fame as th,.J 

eST. If ^ '*»«• 

This drag is improperly called gum ,/mi, being a „I. 
I he genuine elemi is brought from Ethiopia in flattilh mailes’ 
or in cylinders, of a ycllowilh colour. Its fmell is acrid and 
refinous. It is very rare in Europe, and fuppefed to be pro- 
duced by a tree of the olive kind. The fpurious or American 
e/emi, almoft the only kind known, is of a whitilh colour 
with a greater or lefs tinge of a grccnifii or yellowilh. It is 
of an agreeable fmell, Jind of an acrid and bitterilh tailc It 
proceeds from a tall tree, which the Brafilians wound at 
night, and in the morning colled the refin that has run 

°“ t * Milfs Materia Medico. 

ELE nch. n. J. [ clenchus , Latin.] An argument; a fophifm. 
The firft delufion Satan put upon Eve, and his whole ten- 
tation might be the fame clench continued, as when he faid 
Ye Ihall not die ; that was, in his equivocation, you Iliall not 
incur prefent death. Brown’s V ulgur Err ours, b. i. c. 4. 

Difcover the fallacies of our common adverfary, that old 
fophifter, who puts the moll abufive elenchs on us. De. 0/ Piety. 

Ele'cts. n./. Some name the apples in requeft in the cyder 
countries fo; not known by that name in feveral parts 
of England. M01 timer's Art c/ Husbandry, 

E'lephant. n. /. [e/ephas, Latin.] The largeft of all qua- 
drupeds, of whofe fagacity, faithfulncfs, prudence, and even 
undemanding, many lurprifing relations are given. This ani- 
mal is not carnivorous, but feeds on hay, herbs, and all forts 
of pulfe ; and it is faid to be extremely long lifed. It is na- 
turally very gentle; but when enraged, no creature is more 
terrible. He is fupplied with a trunk, or long hollow carti- 
lage, like a large trumpet, which hangs between his teeth, 
and ferves him for hands : by one blow with his trunk hewill 
kill a camel or a horfe, and will raife a prodigious weight 
with it. His teeth are the ivory fo well known in Europe, 
fome of which have been feen as large as a man’s thigh, and a 
fathom in length. Wild elephants are taken with the help of 
a female ready for the male : Ihe is confined to a narrow 
place, round which pits are dug; and thefe being covered 
with a little earth Icattcrcd over hurdles, the male elephants 
eafily fall into the fnare. In copulation the female receives 
the male lying upon her back ; and fuch is his pudicitv, that 
lie never covers the female fo long as any one appears in 
fight. Cahr.tt. 

He loves to hear. 

That unicorns may be betray’d with trees. 

And bears with glaflcs, elephants with holes. Sh. Jul.Caf. 

The elephant hath joints, but not for courtefy ; 

His legs are for ncccllitv, not flexure. Sh. Troil. and Crcj/ula. 

2. Ivory; the teeth of elephants. 

High o’er the gate, in elephant and gold. 

The crowd Ihall Qefar’s Indian war behold. Dryden s Virg. 

Elephantiasis, n. /. [elephant ia/is, Latin.] A fpecies of 
leprofy, fo called from covering the Ikin with incrullations 
like thofe on the hide of an elephant. 

Elephantine, adj. [elephantiasis, Latin.] Pertaining to the 
elephant. 

To E' LEV ATE. v. a. [clevo, Latin. J 

1. To raife up aloft. 

This fubterranean heat or fire, which elevates the water out 
of the abyfs. iVoodwcn 

2. To exalt; to dignify. 

3. To raife the mind with great conceptions. 

Others apart fat on a hill retired. 

In thoughts more elevate, and reafon’d high _ * 

Of providence, foreknowledge, will and late. Milt. 

In all that great extent, wherein the mind wanders, 1 
thofe remote fpeculations it may feem to be elevated v/n O 
Ilirs not beyond fenfe or rcflcdlion. 

Now rifing fortune elevates his mind, 

He Ihincs unclouded, and adorns mankind. 

4. To elate the mind with vicious pride. 
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, Icflln by dclr.,aion. This faifc, 'thou S i. Isgitiimt# 

‘ deduced from the Latin, is not now in ule. 

" vvhen the judgments of learned men arc al edged again ft 
vou what do they but cither elevate their credit, or oppo 
unto them the judgments of others as learned r "• 

L'i eyate. part. adj. [from elevated.} Exalted; raifcd aloft. 

On each fide an imperial city ftood. 

With tow’rs and temples proudly r/rtw/r 
On (even fmall hills. Miltons Paradi/e Regain d, 1 . 11. 
Eleva'tion. n / [clevatio, Latin.] 

1. The adl of raifing aloft. , 

The difruption of the ftratn, the elevation of fome, and 
depreffionof others, did not fall out by chancy but were 
directed by a difeerning principle. W todward s A at. Hifory . 

2. Exaltation ; dignity. , , . , 

Angels, in their feveral degrees of elevation above us, may 
be endowed with more comprehenfivc faculties. Locke, 

n. Exaltation of the mind by noble conceptions. 

J \y e are therefore to love him with all paflible application 
and elevation of fpirit, with all the heart, foul and mind. Norris. 

4. Attention to objects above us. 

All which different elevations of fpint unto God, are con- 
tained in the name of prayer. Hooker, b.v. J. 48- 

c. The height of any heavenly body with refped to the 

l 0 borne latitudes have no canicular days, as thofe which 
have more than feventy three degrees of northern elevati ri, 
a, Nova Zembla. Brown’s Vulgar Lrrours, b. iv. r. 1 

Eleva'tor. n.f [from elevate.] A raifer or lifter up, applied 
to fome chirurgical inllrumcnts put to fuch ufes. £ uiney. 

ELE VEN, adj. [amblepen, Saxon.] 'Pen and one; one more 

than ten. . , , r 

Had 1 a dozen fons, each in my love auke, and none lets 

dear than thine and my good Marcius, I had rathei eleven die 
nobly tor their country, than one voluptuoufly furfeit out of 
;u51 ion Shake/peare’ s Coriolar.us. 

Eleventh, adj. [from eleven. ] The next in order to the 

1 "in the eleventh chapter he returns to fpeak of the building 
oF Babel. Raleigh’s Hifory of the World. 

ELF. n. f plural elves, [tif, Welfti. Baxter’s Gloir.] 
j. A wandering fpirit, fuppofed to be feen in wild unfrequented 
places. 

Through this lioufe give glimmering light. 

By the dead and drowfie fire ; 

Every el/, and fairy fprite, 

Hop as light as bird from briar. Shak. Mid/. Night’s Dream. 

The king of elfs and little fairy queen 
Gambol’d on heaths, and danc’d on cv’ry green. Dryden. 

If e’er one vifion touch’d thy infant thought. 

Of all the nurfe and all the pried have taught ; 

Of airy elves by moon-light Ihadow feen, 

The filver token, and the circled green. Pope's R. of thcL. 
2. A devil. 

That we may angels feem, we paint them elves ; 

And are but fatircs to fet up ourfelvcs. Dryden’ s Ejj\ on Sat. 

However it was civil, an angel or elf ; 

For he ne’er could have fill’d it fo well of himfelf. Swift. 
To Elf. v. a. [from the noun.] To entangle hair in fo intri- 
cate a manner, that it is not to be unravelled. This the vul- 
gar have fuppofed to be the work of fairies in the night; 
and all hair fo matted together, hath had the name of elf- 
locks. Hanmcr. 

My face I’ll grime with filth, 

Blanket my loins, elf all my hair in knots. Shake/. K. Lear. 
E'lflock. n.f. [ elf and lock. ] Knots of hair twilled by 
elves. 

This is that very Mab, 

That plats the manes of horfes in the night, 

And cakes the cl/ocks in foul fluttilh hairs. 

Which, once untangl’d, much misfortune bodes. Shake/p. 
To ELl'CITE. v. a. [elicio, Latin ] To llrikc out ; to fetch 
out by labour or art. 

Although the fame truths may be elicited, and explicated by 
the contemplation of animals, yet they are more clearly evi- 
denced in the contemplation of man. / late’s Origin of Monk. 

He elicits thofe acts out of the mecr lapfed Hate of human 
natute. Cheyne’s Phil. Princ. 

Ei.i'cit. adj. [elicitds, Latin.] Brought into ad; brought 
from polfibility to real cxiltence. 

It is the virtue of humility and obedience, and not the 
formal elicit ad of meeknefs; meekiiefs being ordinarily an- 
nexed to thefe virtues. Hammond' s Prafl. Catech. 

Thefchools dilpute whether, in morals, the external adion 
fuperadds any thing of good or evil to the internal elicit ad of 
the will. South’s Sermons. 

Elicit a'tion. n.f [from elicio, Latin.] 

That elicitation which the fchools intend, is a deducing of 
the power of the will into ad: that drawing which they 
mention, is merely from the appetibility of the objed. Bramh. 
To Eli'de v. d. [elido, Latin.] To cut in pieces. 

We are to cut oft’ that whereunto they, from whom thefe 
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oivefliohj proceed, fly for defence, when ihe force and Arens* 
of the argument is elided. Hooka, ’■ n • / 4- 

Eligibility, n.f [from eligible.] Worthincfs to be choien. 

The bufinefs of the will is not to judge concerning the 
nature of things, but to chufe them in confluence of the 
report made by the underftanding, as to their eligibility 01 
goodnefs. “ Fiddes’s Sermons. 

ELIGIBLE, adj. [eligibility Latin] Fit to be chofen j worthy 
of choice ; preferable. 

A Britifh miniftry ought to be fatisfied, if, allowing to 
every particular man that his private fcheme is wifeft, they 
can perfuade him that next to his own plan, that ot the go- 
vernment is the moft eligible . Addifon s Freeholder , N . 4^- 

Did they really think, that going on with the war was mortf 
eligible for their country than the leaft abatement of thofe 
conditions ? Swift. 

That the moll plain, fliort, and lawful way to any good 
end, is more eligible than one directly contrary in Ionic or all 
of thefe qualities. Swift. 

Certainty, in a deep diftrefs, is more eligible than fufpenfe. 


E'ligibleness. n.f. [from eligible.] Worthincfs to be chofcn ; 
preferablenefs. 

Elimin a'tion. n.f [ellmino, Latin.] T he ad of banifhing ; 

the ad of turning out of doors ; rejedion. Didl. 

Eli'sion. n.f [ clifo , Latin.] 

1. The ad of cutting ofF: as, th’ attempt, there is an elifion of 
a fyllable. 

You will obferve the abbreviations and eliftoiis, by which 
confonants of moft obdurate founds are joined together, with- 
out any foftening vowel to intervene. Swift. 

2. Divifion ; feparation of parts. 

The caufe given of found, that it would be an elifon of the 
air, whereby, if they mean any thing, they mean a cutting 
or dividing, or elfe an attenuating of the air, is but a term 
of ignorance. Bacon’s A atmnal HiJlory, N' . 124. 

Elixation. n.f. [elixus, Latin.] 'Fhe ad of boiling or 
Hewing any thing. 

Even to ourfelves, and more perfed animals, water per- 
forms no fubftantiaf nutrition ; ferving for refrigeration, dilu- 
tion of folid aliment, and its elixation in the ftomach: Brown. 
Eli'xir. n.f [Arabick.] 

1. A medicine made by llrotig infufion, where the ingredients 

are almoft diff’olved in the menftruum, and give it a thicker 
confiftence than a tindure. Ahtincy. 

For when no healing ait prevail’d, 

W hen cordials and elixirs fail’d. 

On your pale cheek he dropp’d the fhow’r. 

Reviv’d you like a dyiug flow’r. Waller. 

2. The liquor, or whatever it be, with which chymifts hope to 
tranfmute metals to gold. 

No chymift yet the elixir got, 

But glorifies his pregnant pot, 

If by the way to him befal 

Some odoriferous thing, or medicinal. Donne. 

3. The extrad or quinteflfcnce of any thing. 

In the foul, wheh the fupreme faculties move regularly, the 
inferior paffions and aftedions following, there arifes a fere- 
nity infinitely beyond the highell quintcflence and elixir of 
worldly delight. South’s Sermons. 

4. Any cordial; or invigorating fubftancc. 

W bat wonder then, if fields and regions here 
Breathe forth elixir pure ! Milton's Paradi/e Loft, b. iii. 
Elk. n.f. fade, Saxon J 

The elk is a large and ftatcly animal of the flag kind. The 
neck is Ihort and flender ; the ears nine inches in length, and 
four in breath. The colour of its coat in Winter is greyilh, 
in Summer it is paler ; generally three inches in length, and 
equalling horfehair in thicknefs. The upper lip of the elk is 
large. The articulations of its legs are clofe, and the ltea- 
ments hard, fo that its joints are lefs pliable than thofe°of 
other animals. The horns of the male e Ik are Ihort and 
thick near the head, where it by degrees expands into a great 
breadth, with feveral prominences in its edges. Elks live in 
herds, and are very timorous. The hoof of the left hinder 
foot only, has been famous for the cure of epilepfies ; but it is 
probable, that the hoof of any other animal will do as 
* cl! - _ Hill's Mat. Med. 

And, fcarce his head 

Rais'd o’er the heapy wreath, the branching*# 

Lies flumb’ring fullen in the white abyfs. Thomfon's Winter 
Ell. n.f. [eln, Saxon.] 

1. A nu-afure containing forty-five inches, or a yard and a 
quarter. 

'1 hey are faiJ to make yearly forty thoufand pieces of lin- 
nen cloath, reckoning two hundred ells to the piece. Addifon. 

2. It is taken proverbially for a long meafure. J 

Acquit thee bravely, play ti e man ; 

Look not on pleafures as they come, but «o : 

Defer not the lad virtue ; life’s poor fpan 
Make not an ell by trifling in thy woe. Herbert 

ellipsis! 





